V.J. Wilkins Foundation
Press Release – 2026 Grant Awards
For release the week of Oct 5
The V.J. Wilkins Foundation, a private, not-for-profit foundation, recently approved grant awards totaling $466,953 for applications considered during its 2026 annual funding cycle.
This year’s awards support a wide range of programs and projects, including youth theatre, music education, community arts programming, and major cultural-development initiatives throughout Arkansas City and Cowley County.
Since its inception, the Foundation has awarded more than $6.4 million in support of organizations, programs, and projects benefiting the community.
The Foundation’s Mission is to assist the community of Arkansas City and Cowley County, Kansas, in providing a quality cultural environment of arts, music, language and other endeavors.
The current Board of Trustees includes James Wilkins, David Wilkins, Karen Zeller, Jennifer Munson, and Tasha Bucher.
Recipients for 2026 include:
· Arkalalah Fall Festival- Music Showcase
· Arkansas City Area Arts Council at the Burford Theatre- Bison Bison Film Festival, Arts & Programming
· Arkansas City Kansas Ministerial Alliance- Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration of Unity and Juneteenth Cowley County Celebration
· Arkansas City Music & Drama Club
· Camp Horizon 
· Chalkalalah 
· Cowley College Concert Choir 
· Cowley County Farmer’s Market Association
· Cowley Youth Children’s Choir & Cowley Youth Honor Choir
· Etzanoa Conservancy
· Hope Initiative- Hope Kids music and arts programming
· The Marquee Theatre 
· Merchants in Motion- Free entertainment at community events
· Music Theatre Wichita- Arkansas City Musical Theatre Camps at the Burford Theatre
· Roxy’s Downtown Theatre- theatre education workshops and professional production opportunities in Cowley County
· SCK Health Foundation- 2027 Fall on the Lawn
· South Kansas Symphony 
· Southwestern College A Cappella Choir 
· Tacolalah Festival- musicians, performers, and cultural programming
· USD 470 Arkansas City- ACHS Theater Dept, ACHS Marching Band, ACHS Show Choir, and Elementary Musical Theater
· Walnut Valley Quilt Guild- 2027 Youth Sewing Camp
· Winfield Arts & Humanities Council
Beginning in 2027, the Foundation is changing its annual grant application schedule. The application period will be open January 1 through March 1, with the Board of Trustees meeting in early April to review requests. 
Additional information about the V.J. Wilkins Foundation, its Mission, grant guidelines, and application process is available at www.vjwilkinsfoundation.com.


